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Start With What You Know

  
-Start a basic family tree with names of 
parents, grandparents and GGP’s. 

-Do you know dates of birth, marriage or 
death? 

-Where did your ancestors come from? 
  

 



Start With What You Know

  
-Interview family members 
 (ask for documents such as death 
certificates, passenger records, old 
photos, marriage certificates, citizenship 
papers) 

  

 



Family Photographs



Family Photographs

Sally Hoffer  
Mother of Ruth Hoffer 



Family Photographs 

 

Adolf Billa Emil, Irma, Ernst Irma



Photographs 
 -Information recorded 

 on reverse  

 



Photographs 
 -Information recorded 

 on reverse  

 “Greetings to you uncle, mother 
and brother. The note is sent by 
your son-in-law and daughter 
Moshe and Necke Gornitzke.  
Shalom”



Start With What You Know

  

uFamily trees from school 
assignments 

uCollections of letters 

uWills and probate 
records 

uAnnouncements of 
family events

  

uPassports 
uUnion cards 
uNewspaper clippings 
uMilitary discharge papers  

  

Search for other family history documents, such 
as:  





Documents 
 -Family Records  
 Familienstammbuch



Documents 
 -Family Records  
 Familienstammbuch



Start With What You Know
  

-Try to get maiden names of married women 

-Who were you named after? 

-Naming patterns: Ashkenazic, Sephardic 

-Patronymics such as O’Brian, Johnson, Aronowicz 
  

 



Myths in Jewish Genealogy



Myths in Jewish Genealogy

  

1. Nobody remembers



Myths in Jewish Genealogy

  

1. Nobody remembers 

2. All the records were destroyed in the Holocaust



Myths in Jewish Genealogy

  

1. Nobody remembers 

2. All the records were destroyed in the Holocaust 

3. My family name was changed at Ellis Island



Myths in Jewish Genealogy

  

1. Nobody remembers 

2. All the records were destroyed in the Holocaust 

3. My family name was changed at Ellis Island 

4. No one knows what town we came from



Resources  

  

-Print Sources 

  

 



Resources  

  

-Print Sources 

  

 



Solomon  
Keiser 
Naturalization 
Record

  

  

 



Solomon  
Keiser 
Naturalization 
Record

  

  

 



Solomon  
Keiser 
Naturalization 
Record

  

  

 



Solomon  
Keiser 
Naturalization 
Record

  

  

 



Solomon  
Keiser 
Naturalization 
Record

  

  

 



Resources  

  

-Print Sources 

-Internet Sources 

  

 



Internet Sources  





Resources  

  

-Print Sources 

-Internet Sources 

-Special Interest Groups (SIG’s) 

  

 



Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)



Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)



Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)



How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

  

uAncestry.com  

uMy Heritage  

uGeni.com 

uFamily Tree Maker 

  

 

Commercial Genealogy Websites 





How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

  

uJewishGen: The Internet Home of Jewish 
Genealogy 

uSteven P. Morse One-Step Site: 
www.stevemorse.org 

  

 

Commercial Genealogy Websites 

http://www.stevemorse.org/
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How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

  

uFamilySearch and the Family History Library System  

uJewish Records Indexing – Poland 

uFindaGrave.com and Billiongraves.com 

uNewspapers.com and Archives.com  

 

Other Genealogy Websites 





Mormon 
Tabernacle 
Salt Lake City, UT 
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How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

  

uFamilySearch and the Family History Library System  

uJewish Records Indexing – Poland 

uFindaGrave.com and Billiongraves.com 

uNewspapers.com and Archives.com  

 

Other Genealogy Websites 



New Haven, CT 

Sunday Herald 
May 31, 1896 

Sourced from 
newspapers.com 



Minneapolis, MN 

Minneapolis Journal 
Aug. 10, 1904 

Sourced from 
newspapers.com 



How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

  

uCite Your Sources 
uMaintain a Research Log 

 

Standards 



How Do I Find Records Of My Ancestors?

Minnesota Jewish Genealogical Society 

www.MNJGS.org 

http://www.mnjgs.org/


Questions?


